
This bulletin has been amended and repeals Bulletin #05-2009 issued September 14, 2009. 

UPDATE - February 4, 2021 Transport Canada repealed the Restricted Use Motorcycle (RUM) 
definition and replaced it with Restricted Use Vehicle (RUV). 

Re: Motorcycle Inspections 

Commercial Vehicle Safety & Enforcement is aware of provincial vehicle inspections being conducted 
on manufactured Restricted Use Motorcycles. These vehicles are identified as vehicle type ‘RUM’ and 
as of February 4, 2021, Restricted Use Vehicles ‘RUV’ on the Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards (CMVSS) compliance label. These vehicles are manufactured and intended strictly for off 
highway use and do not meet applicable standards for operation as highway vehicles.  

The BC Vehicle Inspection Manual criterion for the inspection of Motorcycles is only applicable to on 
highway use vehicles. This criterion does not apply to a vehicle type RUM, RUV, all-terrain or 
competition regardless of any component changes, additions or modifications. These vehicle types 
are not acceptable for inspection. Any vehicle originally manufactured as one of these types and 
subsequently modified then submitted for the purpose of inspection where the compliance label is 
missing, altered or illegible must also be rejected.  

A compliantly manufactured motorcycle will display a vehicle type ‘MC’ (motorcycle), ‘TRI’ (motor 
tricycle), ‘LSM’ (limited speed motorcycle) or ‘EMC’ (enclosed motorcycle) on the CMVSS label with an 
indication that it is intended for highway use. These manufactured vehicles are acceptable for 
inspection and must meet all applicable standards prior to the issuance of a certificate of approval 
decal.  

Vehicles, such as manufactured power assisted bicycles – referred to provincially as motor assisted 
cycles -, or any bicycle modified or equipped with gas or electric motor are not acceptable for 
inspection.  

The only circumstance that ICBC will accept applications to register a RUM or an RUV are under the 
Off-Road Vehicle Act and to register and licensed under Motor Vehicle Act Regulations (MVAR) 
Division 24.  This allows for restricted operation on limited areas of a highway if the vehicle qualifies 
under the Off-Road Vehicle Act or qualifies as a “utility vehicle” as defined in MVAR s. 1.  

For the purpose of inspection of a non-manufactured motorcycle, the vehicle MUST clearly meet the 
British Columbia Motor Vehicle Act Regulation definition of a “ubilt” vehicle which means: 

 a vehicle that does not resemble the vehicle from which its components were taken and that 
(a) was built, and may have been built at home for personal use, by an individual,
(b) is used as a private passenger motor vehicle or a commercial motor vehicle, and
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(c) has a gross vehicle weight of not more than 5000 kg. 
 
Designated Inspection Facilities and Authorized Inspectors MUST ENSURE that any vehicle submitted 
for inspection as a ubilt motorcycle clearly meets the noted definition and that ALL components used 
display proper markings indicating compliance with CMVSS and/or applicable safety standards for on 
highway use. Any vehicle built by a company or business is considered a manufactured vehicle and 
must display an applicable vehicle type compliance label to qualify for inspection.  
 
Facility operators and Authorized Inspectors are reminded that any improper inspection of 
vehicles is a violation under the Motor Vehicle Act Regulations and may result in enforcement 
action.  
 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Vehicle Inspection Program at 778-974-5458.  
 
Regards, 
 

  
 
Geoff Ford, Manager,  
Vehicle Inspections & Standards Program  
Commercial Vehicle Safety & Enforcement Branch 
 

 


